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Probate Court

* Appointed to 
succeed another
judge

A Appointed to
another position

D Defeated
E Elected to 

another court

F Deceased
G Grandfathered
O Mandatory 

retirement
R Retired
S Resigned
T Term expired

Key
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P01 Alcona County
Hon. James H. Cook
PD5 Alger & Schoolcraft
Counties
Hon. William W. Carmody
P03 Allegan County
Hon. Michael L. Buck   
P04 Alpena County
Hon. Douglas A. Pugh   
P05 Antrim County
Hon. Norman R. Hayes   
P06 Arenac County
Hon. Jack William Scully
P07 Baraga County
Hon. Timothy S. Brennan
P08 Barry County
Hon. Richard H. Shaw   
P09 Bay County
Hon. Karen Tighe  
P10 Benzie County
Hon. Nancy A. Kida
P11 Berrien County
Hon. Mabel Johnson Mayfield
Hon. Thomas E. Nelson  
P12 Branch County
Hon. Frederick L. Wood 
P13 Calhoun County
Hon. Phillip E. Harter 
Hon. Gary K. Reed 
P14 Cass County
Hon. Susan L. Dobrich
PD7 Charlevoix & Emmet
Counties
Hon. Frederick R. Mulhauser 
P16 Cheboygan County
Hon. Robert John Butts   
P17 Chippewa County
Hon. Lowell R. Ulrich  
PD17 Clare & Gladwin
Counties
Hon. Thomas P. McLaughlin   
P19 Clinton County
Hon. Marvin E. Robertson
P20 Crawford County
Hon. John G. Hunter
P21 Delta County
Hon. Robert E. Goebel, Jr.  
P22 Dickinson County
Hon. John A. Torreano   
P23 Eaton County
Hon. Michael F. Skinner   

PD7 Charlevoix & Emmet
Counties
Hon. Frederick R. Mulhauser   
P25 Genesee County
Hon. Thomas L. Gadola  
Hon. Allen J. Nelson
Hon. Bruce A. Newman

(left the court 12/31/01F)   
Hon. Robert E. Weiss

(joined the court 02/11/02*)
PD17  Clare & Gladwin
Counties
Hon. Thomas P. McLaughlin   
P27 Gogebic County
Hon. Joel L. Massie   
P28 Grand Traverse
County
Hon. David L. Stowe   
P29 Gratiot County
Hon. Jack T. Arnold
P30 Hillsdale County
Hon. Albert J. Neukom  
P31 Houghton County
Hon. John A. Mikkola   
P32 Huron County
Hon. David L. Clabuesch
P33 Ingham County
Hon. R. George Economy 
Hon. Richard Joseph Garcia
P34 Ionia County
Hon. Gerald J. Supina  
P35 Iosco County
Hon. John D. Hamilton  
P36 Iron County
Hon. C. Joseph Schwedler
P37 Isabella County
Hon. William T. Ervin  
P38 Jackson County
Hon. Susan E. Vandercook
P39 Kalamazoo County
Hon. Patricia N. Conlon
Hon. Donald R. Halstead
Hon. Carolyn H. Williams
P40 Kalkaska County
Hon. Lynne Marie Buday 
P41 Kent County
Hon. Nanaruth H. Carpenter  
Hon. Patricia D. Gardner
Hon. Janet A. Haynes   
Hon. G. Patrick Hillary   
P42 Keweenaw County
Hon. James G. Jaaskelainen  

P43 Lake County
Hon. Mark S. Wickens   
P44 Lapeer County
Hon. Justus C. Scott   
P45 Leelanau County
Hon. Joseph E. Deegan  
P46 Lenawee County
Hon. Charles W. Jameson
P47 Livingston County
Hon. Susan L. Reck
PD6 Luce & Mackinac
Counties 
Hon. Thomas B. North   
P50 Macomb County
Hon. James F. Nowicki  
Hon. Pamela Gilbert

O’Sullivan   
Hon. Antonio P. Viviano
P51 Manistee County
Hon. John R. DeVries   
P52 Marquette County
Hon. Michael J. Anderegg
P53 Mason County
Hon. Mark D. Raven
PD18 Mecosta & Osceola
Counties
Hon. LaVail E. Hull
P55 Menominee County
Hon. William A. Hupy   
P56 Midland County
Hon. Dorene S. Allen   
P57 Missaukee County
Hon. Charles R. Parsons   
P58 Monroe County
Hon. John A. Hohman, Jr.
Hon. Pamela A. Moskwa  
P59 Montcalm County
Hon. Edward L. Skinner 
P60 Montmorency County
Hon. Robert P.M. Nordstrom  
P61 Muskegon County
Hon. Neil G. Mullally  
Hon. Gregory Christopher

Pittman 
P62 Newaygo County
Hon. Graydon W. Dimkoff   
P63 Oakland County
Hon. Barry M. Grant
Hon. Linda S. Hallmark 
Hon. Eugene Arthur Moore
Hon. Elizabeth M. Pezzetti

(joined the court 01/29/01*)

P64 Oceana County
Hon. Walter A. Urick  
P65 Ogemaw County
Hon. Eugene I. Turkelson 
P66 Ontonagon County
Hon. Joseph D. Zeleznik  
PD18 Mecosta & Osceola
Counties
Hon. LaVail E. Hull
P68 Oscoda County
Hon. Kathryn Joan Root
P69 Otsego County
Hon. Michael K. Cooper
P70 Ottawa County
Hon. Mark A. Feyen 
P71 Presque Isle County
Hon. Kenneth A. Radzibon 
P72 Roscommon County
Hon. Douglas C. Dosson 
P73 Saginaw County
Hon. Faye M. Harrison  
Hon. Patrick J. McGraw   
P74 St. Clair County
Hon. Elwood L. Brown   
Hon. John R. Monaghan  
P75 St. Joseph County
Hon. Thomas E. Shumaker  
P76 Sanilac County
Hon. R. Terry Maltby   
PD5 Alger & Schoolcraft
Counties
Hon. William W. Carmody
P78 Shiawassee County
Hon. James R. Clatterbaugh   
P79 Tuscola County
Hon. W. Wallace Kent, Jr.   
P80 Van Buren County
Hon. Frank D. Willis
P81 Washtenaw County
Hon. Nancy Cornelia Francis 
Hon. John N. Kirkendall
P82 Wayne County
Hon. June E. Blackwell-Hatcher   
Hon. Freddie G. Burton, Jr. 
Hon. Patricia B. Campbell   
Hon. James E. Lacey
Hon. Milton L. Mack, Jr.
Hon. Cathie B. Maher   
Hon. Martin T. Maher   
Hon. Frances Pitts
Hon. David J. Szymanski 
P83 Wexford County
Hon. Kenneth L. Tacoma 

Probate Court Judges
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Probate Court
Each Michigan county has a probate court, with the exception of ten counties which have

consolidated to form five probate court districts. Each district has one judge, and each of the
remaining counties have one or more judges depending, in large part, on the population and
caseload within the county. 

The probate court has jurisdiction over cases pertaining to admission of wills, adminis-
tration of estates and trusts, guardianships, conservatorships, and the treatment of mentally ill and
developmentally disabled persons. 

Probate judges are elected on a nonpartisan ballot for six-year terms, subject to the same
requirements as other judges. The Legislature sets the salary for probate judges. 

In many courts, probate judges have been assigned to the circuit court in order to help
manage the caseload in the family division. 

PROBATE COURT: TRENDS IN NEW FILINGS 

Case Type 1998 1999 2000 2001

Supervised Estates1 6,170 5,985 2,222 644

Independent Estates2 14,548 14,831 16,102 18,584

Trusts 784 747 825 789

Guardians DDP 2,591 2,486 1,912 1,486

Limited Guardians 2,958 2,818 2,691 2,630

Other Guardians 15,382 14,552 13,563 13,185

Conservators 7,999 7,532 7,492 6,552

Civil Actions 299 296 302 367

Judicial and Administrative
Admissions DDP 54 38 57 85

table continued on next page
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Mentally Ill Petitions 15,394 14,227 14,819 14,914

Assignment of Property 8,110 7,972 7,568 7,653

Protective Orders 243 249 381 478

Marriages 543 508 525 485

Safe Deposit Box 275 243 299 248

Trust Registration and 
Wills for Safekeeping 12,050 11,781 9,826 8,982

Appeals to Probate Court 11 3 7 8

Determine Heirs 72 23 50 43

Total 87,483 84,291 78,641 77,133
1Includes new filings for supervised administration after 4/1/2000.
2 Includes new filings for unsupervised administration after 4/1/2000.

continued from previous page
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